Hot weather challenges Beat the Peak campaign
High five to Lake Oswego water customers!
The “Beat the Peak” Water Conservation
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established for the City of Lake Oswego’s Beat the
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Beat the Peak is brought to you by the:

“We would like to thank Lake Oswego residents for
keeping water use at the Beat the Peak goal of 12
million gallons per day,” says Kari Duncan, Lake
Oswego’s water treatment manager.
For more information about the Lake Oswego Tigard Water Partnership, please visit lotigardwater.org

Happy New Water Year!
A water year is another way to monitor our water resources. Originating in 1913, it more closely represents
annual seasonal changes in the hydrological systems of the Northern Hemisphere.
If we used a more common calendar year to track our water, half our winter rains would be in one year and
half would be in another. The water year starts October 1st and ends September 30th of the following year.
The year itself is represented by the year that it ends on. So this water year (2012) began October 1, 2011
and will end at the end of this month.
For those in the water profession it is a time to gather data from the previous year to compare with this
year’s usage and see how we performed.
What follows is the usage data of citizens that took advantage of the City’s conservation offerings this
water year:
207 participants installed 236 faucet aerators, 122 shower heads, 50 hose timers,10 rain sensors, 70 higheffiency toilets, 26 water-saving washing machines, and had 39 water audits performed both indoors and
outdoors.
Total savings this year for these 207 participants: 8,719,436 gallons. Average per account: 41,888 gallons.
Way to go, Lake Oswego!
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Helpful hints on late summer/early fall watering
As summer’s end approaches,
responsible water stewards
prepare for fall. Plants, lawns, and
trees are gradually using less water
as their metabolism begins to
change. Plants are triggered to
begin dormancy not by temperature, but rather the length of day
and position of the sun.
Sunlight decreases from an average of 15 hours in June, to 12 in
mid-September. The relative position of the earth to the sun makes
solar radiation less direct and
“softer” in intensity. Plants react to
these seasonal signals to begin
dormancy. Maple, oak, and ash
trees will begin to change color
regardless of how sunny and warm
it may be. Shrubs like photinia,
dogwood, and Oregon grape will
begin showing fall colors, regardless of the how much you water
them. Our cool season grasses will
benefit from this transformational
period. As grass is exposed to
intense sunlight for a shorter
period of time, it will begin to
thrive in cooler conditions. The
water that we normally apply to
keep them from stressing can be
reduced as well.

minutes. That may not be enough
water to reach the root level of the
plant. I do not recommend using
the budget button and going
below the 100% mark.

Learn how to use less water as fall approaches.

Reducing water should not affect
the volume of water that is applied
at any one irrigation cycle. There
still needs to be sufficient water to
reach the roots of the plant. With
less evaporation from the soil and
less water used by the plant, the
frequency of those cycles can be
reduced. In other words, take out
days. Most irrigation timers have
“budget buttons” that can be used
to increase or decrease your water
times by percentage. These vary
somewhat among manufacturers,
but typically they will reduce
and/or increase water times by
50%. So, if you normally water an
area for ten minutes, by using the
budget button and reducing 20%,
you will now only water for eight

Instead, remove a day or two from
your schedule. For example, if you
water your grass four days a week,
change the schedule on your
controller to water it only three
days for the first two weeks of
September and then change it to
two days per week for the next two
weeks. If you are watering five days
per week, water three, and so on.
By mid-October, watering should
cease.
Moving into dormancy is natural
and healthy for a plant. While
dormant, plants are storing energy
in the root system to help them
through the winter when lower
temperatures and lack of sunlight
inhibit their ability to thrive. If we
add lots of water late in the season,
we only increase our water bill,
because the plants do not need it.

